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Chord Electronics Ultima 
Pre 3 and Ultima 3
WINNER
PRE & POWER AMPLIFIER UNDER £30K

C
hord Electronics’ Ultimas get close 
to holding all the winning attributes 
from a sonic perspective, and most 
of them from a technical one too.

The 480-watt Ultima 3 – the 
most affordable monoblock in the 

British brand’s ‘Full Size’ range – uses Chord’s 
unique Ultima ampli� cation topology. The sliding 
Class AB bias (and dual feed-forward error-
correction system) at its technological core is 
potentially a ‘best of all possible worlds’ solution 
where the ampli� er works in Class A during 
normal operation, only switching to Class B under 
particularly demanding conditions.

Another handsome block of aircraft-grade 
aluminium parading Chord’s love of colour-coding, 
the Ultima Pre 3 is a line-level preamp with two 
XLR and three RCA inputs (the Ultima system is 
best run balanced), one balanced and unbalanced 
output apiece, and an XLR-only AV loop.

Unrivalled resolution
Together, the formidable duo make their rivals 
sound comparatively slow, noisy and lacking 
in transparency – particularly the power amp. 
Feeding them Rachmaninov’s Symphonic 
Dances, Alan Sircom says: “The sense of 
musical movement comes across thanks to 
the[ir] speed and directness. There’s also a 
powerful sense of dynamic range on tap.”

Vocal renditions are fascinating – “you hear 
every nuance, every vocal cue,” says Alan – 
and the ampli� ers never sound even remotely 
stressed, even with dynamic music played 
at a high volume. Not many possess such 
excellent detail and staging properties while 
managing to be so musically communicative 
and entertaining.
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